
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 What is this information worth to you?  
 
OLRS staff write and update publications to provide self-advocacy 
skills and information to people with disabilities and their families.  
 
Please consider making a contribution. Your gift, small or 
large, will help OLRS achieve its mission of advocating for the 
rights of individuals with disabilities. 
 
 
Use your credit card to make a secure online donation. The donation form is hosted on 
a secure server at https://vpos.skipjack.com/ps/OhioLegalRights/Donate.aspx. The information 
you provide on the form is solely used for the processing of your credit card. 
 

 
 

Or mail your donation to OLRS. Make your check payable to Ohio Legal Rights Service 
and mail to: 

Ohio Legal Rights Service 
Donations 
50 W. Broad Street, Suite 1400 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-5923 

 
 

For more information: 
Contact Paula Jones, Ohio Legal Rights Service 

Phone: 614-466-7264; 1-800-282-9181 (toll-free in Ohio) 
TTY: 614-728-2553; 1-800-858-3542 (toll-free in Ohio) 

E-mail: PJones@olrs.state.oh.us 
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Ohio Legal Rights Service FACT SHEET:

When You Don’t Want to Take Medication in the HospitalWhen You Don’t Want to Take Medication in the Hospital

You Have the Right to Get Information About Medication – 

So You Can Decide in an Informed Way, If You Want to Take Medication
• Hospital staff must give you information about the medication and other treatments so 

that your decision about accepting or refusing treatment is an informed decision.

If You Are a Voluntary Patient . . . . . . . .
• You have the right to accept or refuse medication, unless you are an immediate and 

substantial danger to yourself or others.

• If you are an immediate and substantial danger to yourself or others, the hospital staff 

may give you emergency medication.

If You Are an Involuntary Patient . . . . . . . .
• You still have the right to accept or refuse medication, unless you are an immediate 

and substantial danger to yourself or others.

• If you are an immediate and substantial danger to yourself or others, the hospital staff 

may give you emergency medication.

• If the hospital staff thinks you should take medication in non-emergency situations 

and you refuse, the hospital staff can override your decision. But these things must 

happen fi rst:

1) First, the hospital must prove that you do not have the “capacity” or ability to make 

a decision about taking medication.

2) Second, if the hospital staff decide that you do not have “capacity,” the hospital must 

get an order from a court before you can be forced to take medication. At this court 

hearing, you have the right to have an attorney and an independent evaluation of 

your ability to make decisions about taking medication.

If You Feel Your Rights Are Being Violated . . . . . . . .
• If you feel that your right to accept or refuse medication is being violated, you should 

contact the hospital clients’ rights offi cer and ask to fi le a grievance.

• You may also want to talk about your concerns with your treating doctor.

• If the hospital takes you to court, you should work with your court appointed 

attorney.

Disclaimer:  This publication is intended to provide information only, and is not 

intended as legal advice.  You should consult a lawyer if you need legal advice.  
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